Native American Identity Construction as Portrayed in the novel The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie by HALL M A, SHEREN
NATIVE AMERICAN IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION AS 
PORTRAYED IN THE NOVEL THE ABSOLUTELY TRUE 
DIARY OF A PART-TIME INDIAN BY SHERMAN ALEXIE 
 
 
 
THESIS 
Submitted to Meet a Part of the Requirements for Sarjana Sastra Degree 
from English Department Faculty of Cultural Sciences Sebelas Maret 
University 
 
By: 
SHEREN HALL MELINDA AMELIA 
C0310058 
 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
FACULTY OF CULTURAL SCIENCES 
SEBELAS MARET UNIVERSITY 
SURAKARTA 
2015 
ii 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
iii 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
iv 
 
 
PRONOUNCEMENT 
 
Name  : Sheren Hall Melinda Amelia 
Number : C0310058 
I announce that the thesis entitled NATIVE AMERICAN IDENTITY 
CONSTRUCTION AS PORTRAYED IN THE NOVEL THE ABSOLUTELY TRUE 
DIARY OF A PART-TIME INDIAN BY SHERMAN ALEXIE is my own work. It is 
not plagiarism nor written by others. Any materials and theories used as references in this 
thesis are written in direct quotations and/or in paraphrase and contained in bibliography. I 
would take the responsibility, if it is proved that I do cheating. 
 
Surakarta, December 11
th
, 2015 
The Researcher 
 
 
Sheren Hall Melinda Amelia     
 
v 
 
MOTTO 
 
 
“Ingatlah pada-Ku niscaya Aku ingat padamu” 
(Q.S Al-Baqarah) 
 
“Jangan menjelaskan kepada siapapun tentang dirimu. Karena yang 
menyukaimu tidak butuh itu. Dan yang membencimu tidak percaya itu.” 
(Ali Bin Ali Thalib) 
 
 “Be somebody having a power, so you can shield your beloved ones by yourself.” 
 
“Do your own thing, don't just follow the crowd” 
(Cambridge Advance Learner’s Dictionary) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
vi 
 
DEDICATION 
 
 
 
 
 
I wholeheartedly dedicate this thesis to: 
My parents and brothers, 
My Lecturers, 
My Friends,  
Myself, 
and American Studies Scholars 
vii 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
Bismillahirrahmanirrahim.  
First of all, I would like to say thank you to Allah SWT who gives me His 
guidance to conduct the research and to complete my thesis well. The health given 
to me is the precious gift for me to finish this thesis.  
I also would like to say my thanks to those who have contributed in 
conducting and finishing my thesis. I would like to express my sincere gratitude 
to: 
1. Prof. Drs. Riyadi Santosa, M.Ed., Ph.D as the Dean of Faculty of Cultural 
Sciences, Sebelas Maret University Surakarta. 
2. Drs. Agus Hari Wibowo, M.A., Ph.D as the Head of English Department, 
Faculty of Cultural Sciences, Sebelas Maret University Surakarta. 
3. Dra. Susilorini, M.A as my thesis consultant, I deeply thank for helping 
and monitoring me during the process of conducting and finishing the 
thesis. I thank her for the time, suggestions and valuable knowledge to 
develop the ideas of the research. Above all, I would like to say thank for 
being patient when guiding me through the process of doing and making 
the thesis. 
4. Karunia Purna Kusciati, S.S., M.Si as my academic supervisor, I thank 
her for the guidance, assistance and support during my study in English 
Department. 
viii 
 
5. The Board of Examiners; Dra. Susilorini, M.A., Karunia Purna Kusciati, 
S.S., M.Si., Justine Niken Afda, S.S., M.A., and Dra. Sri Kusumo Habsari, 
M.Hum., Ph.D. I thank them for all of suggestions, lessons and knowledge. 
6. American Studies lecturers of English Department, especially Drs. 
Bathoro Moh. Sardjana, M.A., Dra. Susilorini, M.A., Karunia Purna 
Kusciati, S.S., M.Si., Fitria Akhmerti Primasita, S.S., M.A., Dra. Sri 
Kusumo Habsari, M.Hum. Ph.D., and M. Taufiq Al Makmun, S.S., M.A., 
I wholeheartedly would like to thank them for giving me the meaningful 
lessons and sharing the valuable knowledge during my study in English 
Department. 
7. My parents, I say my deepest thank for always loving me, understanding 
me, supporting me and praying for me in every single day. To my older 
brother and younger brother, thanks for the encouragement and for 
understanding me and cheering me up when I was down. To my 
grandmother, aunts, uncles and cousins, I thank them for supporting me to 
finish the thesis though in every implicit way. 
8. My friends of English Department 2010 who cannot be mentioned one by 
one, I thank them for the fun time we had together. Especially to 
Triroessita Intan Pertiwi, Siti Fatimah, Siti Fathiyatus, Rifan Nanda, Nadia 
Rimadhani, Dian R. Sari and Culayla Ayu, I really thank them for all of 
the help, for sharing the knowledge and sharing the feeling together. 
9. My American Studies fellow of English Department 2010, I say thank for 
the beautiful moment we had together. Especially to Erni Nugrahawati, 
ix 
 
Alvin Dian Wardana, Haikal Pradana, Esty Dyah Imaniar and Qadriana, I 
would like to say thank for always guiding me patiently whenever I need a 
help in absorbing lessons and in conducting the thesis. Also, thank for the 
support and the discussion. 
10. The upper class fellow in American Studies, Rizkianingtyas Tiarasari, 
Rifki Rahardian, and Siska Azhari I would like to say thank for always 
listening to my problems and giving me valuable suggestion and guidance. 
I thank them for wholeheartedly sharing the knowledge and the experience 
in making the thesis. 
11. My best friend Retno Lestari, I thank her so much for always being there 
for me whenever I need. Your tough support is the precious thing I will 
never get from anybody. I cherish the moments the time we spent together. 
12. The office staff, Joeheri, the last but not least, I do thank for the warm 
greeting whenever I entered ILC and the office. Also, thank for supporting 
me to finish the thesis soon. 
In the end part of this acknowledgement, I know that the thesis is not fully 
perfect. Nevertheless, I do hope that the thesis will be useful for all readers. All 
kinds of suggestions and criticisms are welcomed. 
 
 
The Researcher 
Sheren Hall Melinda Amelia 
 
x 
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
COVER .................................................................................................................. i 
APPROVAL OF THESIS CONSULTANT........................................................ ii 
APPROVAL OF BOARD OF EXAMINERS .................................................... iii 
PRONOUNCEMENT ........................................................................................... iv 
MOTTO ................................................................................................................. v 
DEDICATION....................................................................................................... vi 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................................... vii 
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..................................................................................... x 
ABSTRACT ........................................................................................................... xii 
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION ........................................................................ 1 
Research Background ............................................................................... 1 
Scope of the Study ..................................................................................... 3 
Research Questions ................................................................................... 4 
Objective of the Study .............................................................................. 4 
Research Benefits ...................................................................................... 4 
Research Methodology ............................................................................. 5 
Type of Research  .......................................................................... 5 
Data and Data Source  .................................................................. 6 
Technique of Collecting and Analyzing Data  ............................ 6 
Theoretical Approach ............................................................................... 7 
Thesis Organization .................................................................................. 13  
xi 
 
CHAPTER II: LITERATURE REVIEW .......................................................... 15 
A. Sherman Alexie and the Novel The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian (TATD) ............................................................................ 15 
B. Native American and Stereotype ....................................................... 24 
C. American Indian Literature............................................................... 28 
CHAPTER III: NATIVE AMERICAN IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION AS 
PORTRAYED THROUGH THE NOVEL THE ABSOLUTELY TRUE 
DIARY OF A PART-TIME INDIAN .................................................................... 33 
A. Junior and the Indian Traditional Value ......................................... 33 
1. The Community Involvement ....................................................     33 
2. The Existence of Tribal Family .................................................     39 
B. Junior’s Cultural Assimilation to America  ..................................... 61 
C. The Construction of Junior’s Identity in between Indian and 
White World ...........................................................................................87 
CHAPTER IV: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION ....................... 127 
A. Conclusion ........................................................................................... 127 
B. Recommendation................................................................................. 130 
BIBLIOGRAPHY ................................................................................................. 131 
 
 
xii 
 
NATIVE AMERICAN IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION AS PORTRAYED  
IN THE NOVEL THE ABSOLUTELY TRUE DIARY OF A PART-TIME 
INDIAN BY SHERMAN ALEXIE 
 
 
  
Sheren Hall Melinda Amelia
1 
Dra. Susilorini, M.A
2 
 
 
ABSTRACT 
 2015. This research is conducted to explain the contribution of Sherman 
Alexie in constructing Native American identity as portrayed in the novel The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is represented by the main 
character Junior in the middle of his way to strength his identity, after blending 
with the dominant people off the reservation. The objective of the research is to 
figure out the identity of Native American which is portrayed by Sherman Alexie 
in the novel The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. 
 This research is a descriptive qualitative research. The data source of the 
research is a semi-autobiographical novel entitled The Absolutely True Diary of a 
Part-Time Indian created by Sherman Alexie, which is published in 2007. The 
main data of the research are sentence, phrase, paragraphs in the dialogues, 
narrations, and illustration in the novel The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 
Indian. Also, the supporting data is acquired from books, journal articles, and 
internet websites which contain the issue of Native American identity. 
 The research is under the umbrella of American Studies, which is an 
interdisciplinary field consisting of many theories and approaches. This research 
applies literary theory to understand the novel as the documentation of the 
condition happening in the society, and autobiography approach to comprehend 
this semi-autobiographical novel. 
 After conducting the analysis, the research finds out that the identity of 
Native American represented by the main character Junior is shaped by the 
warmness and togetherness of the tribal family and tribal community as seen 
through the sociocultural condition. The stereotypes found in the novel The 
Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, for instance casino Indian and 
drunken Indian, also influence the construction of Native people’s identity. Those 
emerge in the society by seeing their social life. Nevertheless, the research figures 
out that the solid relationship between an individual and his tribal family and 
tribal community has high possibility to build and strength the tribal identity.  
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